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Welcome!
Our semiannual Newsletter communi-
cates the APMP’s recent activities, reports
on relevant news and informs members
about upcoming events related to the phi-
losophy of mathematical practice. Its goal
is to help foster and support our growing
community.

—William D’Alessandro and Valeria Gia-
rdino, on behalf of the APMP Directive
Committee

APMP 2028
The APMP will hold its ninth international
meeting in summer 2028 at the Techni-
cal University of Berlin. Dates and other
details will be announced later this year
(in the next edition of this Newsletter and
on the APMP website). We look forward to
seeing many of you in Berlin!

Website updates
The APMP website underwent a major
facelift and update earlier this summer.
We encourage members to visit and see
what’s new.

The site now features a revamped mem-
bership form, designed to improve and
streamline the process of joining the
APMP. Even if you’re already a member,
we’d love for you to fill out the new form,
especially if your professional details have

changed. Among other things, this gives
us a chance to learn your specific inter-
ests in philosophy of mathematical prac-
tice, which we hope will be useful for fu-
ture event planning.

The refreshed APMP site also includes an
updated Events page with a running list
of conferences, workshops and other PMP-
related happenings, as well as an Affiliated
Groups page detailing the APMP’s numer-
ous national and international collabora-
tors.

We welcome feedback on the new site de-
sign! Please contact William D’Alessandro
with thoughts or feature requests.

In memory of Emily R.
Grosholz (1950-2026)

Emily Rolfe Grosholz, Professor of Phi-
losophy, English, and African American
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Studies at Pennsylvania State University,
passed away on May, 2, 2026.

Emily has been active in our community
and served on the APMP Directive Com-
mittee from 2014 to 2020. She is well
known for her work in philosophy of math-
ematics and poetry. She is the author of
several books, including Cartesian Method
and the Problem of Reduction (1991), Rep-
resentation and Productive Ambiguity in
Mathematics and the Sciences (2007), and
Starry Reckoning: Reference and Analysis
in Mathematics and Cosmology (2016).

Below we publish the remembrance of
Emily that Carlo Cellucci kindly shared
with us.

Emily Rolfe Grosholz, a prominent member
of the APMP, passed away on May 2 at the
age of 76, surrounded by the affection of
her husband, Robert R. Edwards, and her
children.

Emily is a nearly unique case of excellence
in both philosophy, particularly philosophy
of mathematics, and poetry, as witnessed
by the numerous valuable books she pub-
lished in both fields and by the interna-
tional recognition of her value.

The website emilygrosholz.com contains
quite rich information about Emily’s aca-
demic and literary career and publications.
In this note I will provide a summary of her
contribution to the philosophy of mathemat-
ics.

Emily is opposed to the vision of the foun-
dational schools, of a unified mathematics
through its reduction to a single mathemat-
ical theory. In her view, this vision is not
only actually unattainable but even mis-
leading as a regulative ideal. For, math-
ematics is a set of rationally related but
autonomous fields, rather than a unity
manque.

She argues that some important areas of
mathematical activity do not even lend
themselves to axiomatization, they exist
rather as a set of solved and unsolved
problems concerning certain kinds of math-
ematical objects. Yet, they can come to
stand in significant relations to other areas
of mathematical activity that may them-
selves be powerful vehicles for solving
problems and constructing novel objects.

In Emily’s view, these relations can lead to
the creation of hybrids, that is, objects that
exhibit features of different areas of math-
ematics. Their multivalence endows them
with their characteristic manageable incon-
sistency and suggestiveness. Hybrids take
on a life of their own, and become crucial to
the growth of knowledge, because they can
stimulate discoveries in unexpected ways.
They can even lead to the emergence of
new areas of mathematics, growing out of
the hypotheses posed with respect to the
hybrids. An example is Descartes’s in-
troduction of curves as geometric-algebraic
objects, which led to the rise of analytic ge-
ometry.

Another source of mathematical knowledge
is what Emily calls ‘productive ambiguity’.
Different representations reveal different
aspects of intelligible things, the problems
in which they occur, and the procedures
that successfully solve them. When distinct
representations are juxtaposed and super-
imposed, the result is often a productive
ambiguity that expresses and generates
new knowledge. An example are the dia-
grams in Newton’s Principia. If one reads
them as consisting of finite line segments
and areas, Euclidean theorems can be ap-
plied to solve geometry problems. But by
reading Newton’s diagrams as comprising
infinitesimal quantities, these solutions can
be applied to issues of motion and force.

While being opposed to the vision of the
foundational schools, however, Emily is
also opposed to the anti-foundational idea
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that mathematics is not about truth but
only about plausibility, and is therefore al-
ways subject to revision. In her view, the
idea that we should focus on plausibility
rather than truth, and construe justification
as always somewhat empirical and sub-
ject to revision, fails to capture the peculiar
nature of mathematical reasoning. Mathe-
matics essentially differs from the natural
sciences because its propositions are true
and the things of mathematics are determi-
nate and unchanging as the things of na-
ture are not. Mathematics is inexhaustible
not because it is a set of propositions that
are merely plausible and therefore always
subject to revision, but because the things
of mathematics are infinitely analyzable,
since we can always discover new aspects
of them when they are brought into relation
with other mathematical things.

Furthermore, Emily tends to play down
Lakatos’ basic idea in his book Proofs and
Refutations, that the philosophy of mathe-
matics should primarily concern itself with
the logic of mathematical discovery. On the
other hand, however, Emily praises Imre
Lakatos’s book for applying the historical
approach to the philosophy of mathematics.
The historical approach was already well-
established in the philosophy of science,
but was entirely alien to the foundational
schools, and therefore was entirely new in
the philosophy of mathematics. Lakatos’s
book inspired many young philosophers to
think about mathematics in a new way.

In Emily’s view, rather than trying to state
rules for a logic of discovery, efforts should
be spent on studying the history of math-
ematics. In this respect, it is very encour-
aging that the philosophy of mathematics
in the early twenty-first century is under-
going a long-awaited and long-overdue sea
change. Philosophers of mathematics are
turning to a serious study of the history
of mathematics, they are trying to give an

account of how mathematical knowledge
grows and how problems are solved.

This is only a summary of Emily’s contribu-
tions to the philosophy of mathematics. But
I cannot end without saying that many col-
leagues and scholars will miss Emily’s in-
tellectual curiosity and research rigor, and
her many friends will especially miss her
great humanity.

— Carlo Cellucci

We would also like to share a poem of
Emily’s (from Proportions of the Heart: Po-
ems that Play with Mathematics, Tessella-
tions Publishing, 2014, p. 39).

Orders of Magnitude: Just a Star

An olive tree can live a thousand years,
Drawing its silver leaves and oval fruit
From stony terraces, fretting the wind
In registers of sun-inflected shadow.

But we, my love, who count the terraces
Rising to meet the stories of the sky,
Who cultivate the olive groves, who hear
An interruption in the tree as music

And weep responsive to those minor
chords,
Can only live a century, no more,
Although I love you, you are just a man,
And the great silver sun is just a star.

—Rest in peace, Emily.

Calls for papers and prizes
• The International Union of History and
Philosophy of Science and Technology
(IUHPST) seeks submissions for the 2027
IUHPST Essay Prize in History and Phi-
losophy of Science. The contest topic
is “HPS Across Borders”. Entries should
be 5000–10000 words, written in English
and not previously published. The win-
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ning author will receive 1000 USD and an
invitation to present the work at the 18th
International Congress of Logic, Methodol-
ogy and Philosophy of Science and Tech-
nology (CLMPST) in Kobe, Japan, 23–
28 August, 2027. Entries for the prize
competition should be anonymized and
submitted in PDF format by e-mail to
jointcommission.iuhpst@gmail.com. The
deadline for submission is 15 January
2027. See here for more information
about the IUHPST and past essay prize
winners.

• CLMPST 2027, the 18th edition of the
International Congress of Logic, Methodol-
ogy and Philosophy of Science and Tech-
nology will take place on 23-28 August,
2027 at Kobe University, Japan. In this
edition of the congress the theme is Dia-
logues Across Borders. Submission of pa-
pers and symposia is now open and will
close on November 15 (tentative submis-
sion deadline). See the webpage for fur-
ther information.

• The eighteenth edition of the French
Philosophy of Mathematics Workshop
(FPMW18) will be held from the after-
noon of the 18th November to the
20th of November 2026 at the University
Paul Valéry Montpellier 3. The workshop
will feature five talks by invited speak-
ers, and five contributed talks. The in-
vited speakers are Bruno Durand, Al-
berto Naibo, Mario Piazza, Eleonora Sam-
marchi. Submission deadline: August
16th, 2026. Notification of acceptance
(by email): 6th September 2026. Du-
ration of talks: 45 minutes of presenta-
tion plus 30 minutes of discussion. The
languages of the workshop will be En-
glish and French. Anonymous propos-
als (15000 characters maximum, spaces
included) should be sent in .docx or
.pdf format to fpmw18@sciencesconf.org,
with a copy to Marianna Antonutti-Marfori

(@univ-paris1.fr), in an email with subject
line “FPMW18”.

Conferences, workshops
and meetings
• Aug. 31–Sept. 4, 2026: The
3rd European Society for the Philosophy
of Mathematics Summer School will take
place at the University of Bari (Italy).
Courses will be given by Balthasar Grab-
mayr (Tübingen) and Michał Godziszewski
(Łódź), talks by Francesca Biagioli, Laura
Crosilla and Matteo Plebani. See the web-
page for further information.

• Sept. 9–11, 2026: FilMat Conference
2026: Philosophy of Mathematics: Appli-
cability, Ontology and Reasoning, Bologna.
See the webpage for further information.

• Sept. 16–18, 2026: Masterclass in
the Philosophy of Mathematical Practices
2026, Silvia De Toffoli, VUB Brussels. See
the webpage for further information.

• Oct. 7–9, 2026: Mathematical Proof
in the Age of AI: Conceptual Implications
of the Use of Artificial Intelligence in Math-
ematical Research, organized by Sorin
Bangu at the University of Bergen. More
info at this webpage.

• Nov. 3–5, 2026: 36th Novembertagung
on the History and Philosophy of Mathe-
matics, Istanbul. See the webpage for fur-
ther information.

• Jan. 14–15, 2027: Special Sessions
on the History of Mathematics at the 2027
Joint Mathematics Meetings in Chicago,
scheduled for Thursday January 14 (1:00–
5:00 pm) and Friday January 15 (8:00
am–12:00 pm and 1:00–5:00 pm). More
information is at this site.

Seminar series
• The HUMATH — Humanizing Mathe-
matical Knowledge: Fallibility, Technology,
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Know-How Seminar series, funded by an
FIS Consolidator Grant project at the Uni-
versity School for Advanced Studies IUSS
Pavia. Check out the webpage for details.

• The Orange County Inland Empire Semi-
nar in History and Philosophy of Mathemat-
ics continues in hybrid format on Zoom.
More information can be found here.

• The Paris-Nancy Colloquium in Logic and
the Philosophy of Mathematics is a forum
for general expository talks accessible and
relevant for all researchers in logic and
the philosophy of mathematics. Check out
their webpage for a list of talks.

Journals, books and refer-
ence works
• Silvia De Toffoli and Paolo Mancosu’s
article “The Philosophy of Mathematical
Practice” was published this spring in the
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Like
all SEP entries, the article is freely avail-
able online.

• Paolo Mancosu’s book The Wilderness
of the Infinite: Robert Grosseteste, William
of Auvergne, and Mathematical Infinity in
the Thirteenth Century has just been pub-
lished by Oxford University Press.

Electronic resources
• An underused resource is the PhilMath
Archive, an electronic preprint repository
tailored to and run by philosophers of
mathematics. We encourage our members
to post preprint versions of their papers on
this repository. The Archive is sponsored
by the APMP as well as the International
Association for the Philosophy of Math-
ematics (PMA), the Canadian Society for
the History and Philosophy of Mathemat-

ics (CSHPM), The British Society for the
History of Mathematics (BSHM), the Phi-
losophy of Mathematics Special Interest
Group Mathematical Association of Amer-
ica (POMSigma).

In addition, we also encourage the use
of the category “Mathematical Practice”
when tagging relevant papers in the
PhilPapers archive.

Upcoming Newsletter fea-
ture
In the coming editions of this Newslet-
ter, we plan to publish a series of in-
terviews with the APMP’s founders about
their goals for the Association, their ex-
periences to date and their hopes for the
future. We’re excited to share these with
the community. Look for the first set of
interviews in our next winter Newsletter.

About the APMP
Founded in 2009, the Association for
the Philosophy of Mathematical practice
aims to support research in philosophy of
mathematics related to mathematical ac-
tivity, past and present.

For more information:
http://www.philmathpractice.org

On Twitter/X: https://twitter.com/
philmathpractic
and Facebook: https://www.facebook.
com/philmathpractice

• Call for newsletter contributions

If you would like to contribute to the APMP
Newsletter with announcements, short re-
ports, or other contributions, please con-
tact philmathpractice@gmail.com.

Newsletter of the APMP, February 2026 Page 5

https://sites.google.com/view/humath/events/seminar-series?authuser=0
https://www.chapman.edu/scst/graduate/ocie-seminar-series.aspx
https://www.panalm.org/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/mathematical-practice/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/mathematical-practice/
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-wilderness-of-the-infinite-9780198926887?cc=it&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-wilderness-of-the-infinite-9780198926887?cc=it&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-wilderness-of-the-infinite-9780198926887?cc=it&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-wilderness-of-the-infinite-9780198926887?cc=it&lang=en&
https://philsci-archive.pitt.edu/philmath.html
https://philsci-archive.pitt.edu/philmath.html
https://philpapers.org/browse/mathematical-practice/
https://philpapers.org/browse/mathematical-practice/
http://www.philmathpractice.org
https://twitter.com/philmathpractic
https://twitter.com/philmathpractic
https://www.facebook.com/philmathpractice
https://www.facebook.com/philmathpractice
mailto:philmathpractice@gmail.com

